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son, Jesus was condemned by Pilate, after that
functionary had judicially acquitted him, to suffer
the most ignominious penalty known to Roman
law. Matters had now gone so far as to convince
Judas that his innocent Master would suffer death.
Knowing his power, he had perhaps thought that
Christ would miraculously escape; but now that
all was against it, smitten with remorse, the poor
devil brought back his thirty pieces of silver to
the priests and ciders, confessing his guilt in
terms which he probably hoped might avail for
the stay of proceedings : " I have sinned in that
I have betrayed innocent blood;" but met, as
he was, with the bitter taunt, " What is that to
us ? See thou to that," frantically he dashed
down his ill-gotten gain before them, and went out
and hanged himself. This completes the account
given of the traitor, and it is mainly valuable as
the basis of an argument which, in my judgment,
cannot be shaken.

Here is a man of sense and ability, qualities for
which he was made the treasurer of Christ's little
company, and one in whom they all reposed con-
fidence, lie was thoroughly acquainted with the
private life, knew the habits and sentiments, and
finally learned the ultimate views of his Master.
Me was, by his silence and caution, evidently fit-
ted to detect any imposture that might have been
attempted, a man not only able but willing to gra-
tify any resentment begotten of disappointment
or miscalculating ambition. Swayed by avarice,
covetous of money, prompted by selfishness, it
was not in his nature that he should fail to make